
 

The Emotional traces of our Wars. International conference in cooperation with 
Granada University, Granada, 11th to 14 of February 2016 

What a success. This was an important experience for all of us who were there, approximately 
80 people. Natacha Navarro and her team from Centro Moreno united academics from the 

University of Granada, (conference 
venue) with students of psychodrama, 
professionals of psychodrama, trauma, 
and transgenerational trauma. 

There were three panels and 12 
workshops. The rich panorama of 
events included action methods of 
trauma intervention, scholarly 
presentations from specialized 
teachers at the University, 
transgenerational reflections and 
action reworking of relationships 
affected by war devastation, and many 

other related topics. The last evening a local art gallery hosted a moving concert and an 
exhibition of the emotional traces of our wars. 

This resounding success was done with no money! With Spain in an economic crisis, many 
Spaniards had the rare opportunity to attend their first psychodrama conference. Conference 
participants were from Spain, Italy, Sweden, UK, Israel, Turkey, Portugal, Switzerland, and other 
countries. Lecture and workshop contributions were both from University professors and 
professionals from around the world. This was a unique union of three: students, academics 
and clinicians. 

The Institute of Peace and Conflict Resolution (IPAZ) and the FEPTO Task Force for Peace 
Building and Conflict Transformation want to re- peat this conference, under the same name. 
IPAZ has begun talks for next year. There was fine cooperation between many. FEPTO Task 
Force members were major contributors to this conference. 
It was inspirational to have many experts on the reflections of the wars in former Yugoslavia; 
the 1936 Spanish Civil War, 80 years ago; WW11, the current wars in the Middle East; 
in   Lebanon, Syria, Ukraine and others, all together at a time when we are concerned about the 
future of our planet. 

 



WAR WEARS THE SAME CLOTHING WHEREVER 
WAR EXISTS. The above modern painting is set in the 
Aegean Sea, with refugees fighting for life. It is a 
reworking of Picasso’s 1937 mural of “Guernica”. 
Picasso’s mural has become a symbol of destruction 
in the modern world.  

Guernica was a tiny Spanish village in which, in an 
act of terrorism, men, women and children were 
bombed for 3 and 1/2 hours. Roads out and in were 
blocked. The bombing, done by German planes, was 
a Nationalist party intimidation against the 
Republicans who were fighting Franco’s regime. 
Italians and Germans were on the side of Franco. 

The feeling of the Granada conference, “The Emotional Traces of Our Wars” was both tense and 
hopeful. Academics gave their best. Students were enthusiastic and eager to help. Professionals 
came inspired to do or say something that would contribute to both the conference and the 
cessation of collective violence in this world of our making. 

Let’s keep going. 
Marcia Karp 
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