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Voting procedure in the General Assembly and financial responsibility of FEPTO for 
projects 
 
In the aftermath of the GA at the FEPTO AM in Marathon some questions regarding the voting 
procedure in the GA and the financial responsibility of FEPTO for projects could not be answered 
sufficiently. The questions were raised in the context of the request of the “Task Force for Peace 
Building and Conflict Resolution” to become a FEPTO Project group instead of being a FEPTO Network 
group.  
A second question connected to this voting was raised regarding the financial responsibility of FEPTO in 
case a FEPTO Network group is conducting a project, which leads to a financial loss. 
Since it was not possible to clarify all concerns at the GA sufficiently Chantal Nève-Hanquet consulted a 
Belgium lawyer to answer these pending questions. Here are the answers from the Belgium lawyer: 
 

A) Voting procedure: 
 “1) The by-laws require a minimum number of members to be present in order to deliberate (the 
presence quorum). The number of members present is acknowledged at beginning of the GA in the 
attendance sheet. If a member leaves during the GA, as long as the minimum number of members is 
met, there is no effect on the vote (the vote is valid as long as the voting quorum is met). 
 
2) Yes and No votes are counted. Any paper returned blank counts as an abstention (they do not count 
as a yes or a no). However, the vote is not valid unless the quorum is reached (i.e. half plus one vote of 
the people present must vote yes in order to adopt a resolution) 
 
E.g. if 60 people are present and 3 vote yes, 1 vote no, 56 return blank papers the yes vote will not stand 
because the quorum is not reached.” 
 

B) Financial responsibility of FEPTO for projects of FEPTO network groups 
“FEPTO will not be financially responsible for any network projects unless FEPTO has provided financial 
support to the project. A network group must request support in writing to FEPTO and FEPTO must 
expressly accept the project. Failure of FEPTO to reply to the request for support will not be deemed an 
acceptance of the request for support of the project.”  
 
We hope this clarification from the Belgium lawyer will help us to conduct the voting in the GA in a 
reliable way. The presence quorum (according to FEPTO constitution: “quorum is half of members”) is 
established at the beginning of the GA. For the voting we need to have a voting quorum which is half 
plus one present votes. 
 
With best regards, 

Hannes Krall 

President of FEPTO 


