
Sigtuna
Sweden’s first town, founded in the 10th century. Small-scale and 
pedestrian friendly, with charming wooden buildings by Lake Mälaren, 
less than an hour outside of Stockholm. 
In 970, King Erik the Victorious looked out at the surroundings and pointed out the location 
where Sigtuna town would be built – a new era in the Swedish history was about to 
begin… Today we can go back in time and visit medieval churches, ruins, castles and rune 
stones from the Viking Area. 

Watch this about history of Sigtuna: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7uG9irpDDW0 

SIGTUNA TOWN 
Sigtuna is a picturesque Medieval town of 8,000 inhabitants, founded in AD 970 by King 
Erik the Victorious, making it the first town in Sweden. 
Around year 970 King Erik the Victorious pointed out where Sigtuna town should be built. 
He was a modern Nordic king, who wanted to create a kingdom resembling the European 
kingdoms. 
He knew how a town should be constructed and that he should cooperate with the new 
Christian church to achieve his goals. The goal was to form a kingdom with one king under 
one god. He, himself, would be the king as well as the head of the Church – the Man of 
God of the new kingdom. Initially this was a rather controversial concept for lords and 
peasants in the region – a Christian kingdom! 
  
Power and trading center 
Erik knew how to build loyalties with the right people. By donating land plots in the new 
town, tradesmen and landowners became his allies. With the street in the center, he 
created a power and trading center with an international flavor. Several archaeological 
excavations in the three-meter deep “black earth” shows the sizes of the plots and the 
town plan. The town’s original structure is largely preserved to this day. Sigtuna town 
centre is about the same size and shape today as it was when it was founded. Which 
makes it unique in Sweden. 
  
Cosmopolitan 
Right from the start there were a multitude of languages, cultures and influences in 
Sigtuna. In the 11th century about 1000 people lived in the town. Archaeological findings 
show the trade of exotic goods from Byzantium, Russia, Poland and Ukraine. Everything 
indicates that there were many international permanent residents who contributed their 
knowledge, skills and contacts. 
  
First female saint 
Sigtuna carries many stories. One of them is the one about Olof Skötkonungs’ daughter 
Ingegerd. Ingegerd Olofsdotter became a powerful woman by her marriage to Prince 
Yaroslav in the Old Russian Empire. As the Grand Duchess of Kiev, Ingegerd stood at the 
front when the empire experienced its first heydays. Ingegerd remains a spiritual stature 
not only in Russia but also in Sweden, as an orthodox saint; Saint Anna. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7uG9irpDDW0


No other place in the world is as rich in runic stones as Sigtuna. Counting even small 
fragments unearthed here, well over 40 have been documented just in Sigtuna town. The 
number rises to 170 when including the whole municipality.  

ST. MARY'S CHURCH 
St. Mary’s church – The magnificent building of Dominician friars 
Dominican friars built the first brick church, Mariakyrkan – St. Mary’s, in the mid-13th 
century, making it one of the oldest brick buildings in the Lake Mälaren valley. St Mary’s 
church was part of the friary until the Protestant Reformation and dissolution of the 
monasteries in the early 16th century. It is still the parish church of Sigtuna today. 

Rosersberg Palace  
is one of the best kept secrets among Sweden’s royal palaces. At Rosersberg time stands 
still. The Oxenstierna family built the palace in the 1630s. It became a royal palace in 
1762, when the state gave Rosersberg to Gustav III’s younger brother Karl XIII. King Karl 
XIV Johan and Queen Desideria spent long, relaxing summers at Rosersberg. 
The rooms remain almost untouched from the 1795-1825 period. Here you can find some 
of Europe’s best preserved Empire interiors.  

S:T OLAFS CHURCH RUIN 
Sigtuna was founded to be the first Christian town in Sweden – the centre of the new 
religion. 
The powerful church ruin, from the early Middle Ages, holds many secrets. 
The construction of St. Olaf’s church begun probably in the first half of the 12th century.  

Information copied from :  

www.destinationsigtuna.se/en/


